Why Offer a Montessori Parent-Infant Program?

Building strong school communities, supporting families, and creating a foundation for lifelong learning.

Introduction

A Montessori parent-infant program offers benefits that extend far beyond the classroom. It provides an
opportunity for schools to connect with families early, help parents develop a deeper understanding of
Montessori education, and build a strong, supportive school community.

Through regular observation and parent discussions, families become more confident in meeting their
children's needs and more connected to the school. Over time, these relationships help create a community
of parents and educators who understand what children need and are working together to meet those needs.

Benefits for the School

Early connections with families. Schools can welcome families during pregnancy or infancy, building
relationships before children are ready for a toddler or early childhood program.

A deeper understanding of Montessori. Through regular observation and parent discussions, families
experience Montessori firsthand and come to understand its benefits. They become parents who
understand and support the school's approach to education.

A strong, connected school community. Parents form relationships, support one another, and become
part of a community that understands what children need. These connections strengthen the entire
school.

Greater family commitment and continuity. Families who begin in parent-infant programs may remain
with the school for many years as their children move into toddler, early childhood, and elementary
programs.

A potential source of future educators. Some parents develop such a strong understanding of
Montessori that they may choose to pursue teacher education and become part of the school community
in a new way.

Supportive partnerships between parents and educators. When families understand and share the
school's goals, everyone can work together to meet the needs of children. Parents become active
supporters of the school and its educators.

Benefits for Parents

Support and education. Parents learn about child development and parenting topics while receiving
support for their individual needs.

A regular support group. Parents have a place to share experiences, talk about how they are doing and
feeling, and stay more positive about parenting.

Opportunities to learn in advance. By observing children of different ages and participating in
discussions, parents can plan ahead for decisions about sleep, nutrition, discipline, and other parenting
challenges.

Lasting friendships. Parents meet others who are going through similar experiences. Some of these
friendships continue for many years.

Opportunities to save money. Lending libraries, shared materials, passed-down clothing, and fewer, well-
chosen toys can help families reduce expenses.

The skill of observation. Parents become more tuned into their child and better able to recognize and
respond to their needs. This valuable skill continues to serve them as their child grows and develops.
Greater confidence and peace. Parents learn to develop patience, stay calm, and feel more capable and
effective in their parenting.

Positive examples to follow. By observing the Montessori guide, parents see how to interact with
children in a patient, respectful, and positive way.
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Benefits for the Child

« A parent who understands them better. Through observation and discussion, parents learn to
understand their child and meet their needs in a better way.

« A safe, comfortable place to explore. The prepared environment becomes a home away from home,
where children feel welcome and free to explore.

« Connections with other children and adults. Children become comfortable with familiar faces and
develop relationships that can feel like an extended family.

« A positive first school experience. Children attend with their parent, without the need to separate before
they are ready. They grow comfortable with the environment and look forward to returning each week.

« A foundation for future independence. When children are ready to attend school on their own, they
have already developed familiarity, confidence, and a sense of belonging.

Benefits for Society

« More capable and confident individuals. Children who grow up with opportunities for independence,
problem-solving, and meaningful work develop skills that serve them throughout life.

 Stronger families and communities. When parents feel supported and better able to meet their
children's needs, the benefits can extend throughout childhood and beyond.

« A foundation for peace. Montessori envisioned a world filled with people who know how to get along
with others, solve problems, work hard, build meaningful relationships, and live in peace.

The Long-Term Impact of Parent-Infant Programs

In her experience working with Montessori schools, Susan Tracy McDaniel observed that families who began
in parent-infant programs often developed a deep commitment to the school community.

At two schools where she worked, she tracked families who continued into the kindergarten year and beyond.
She found that 100% of the parent-infant families remained enrolled for as long as they were able, with
families leaving only when they moved away.

These families understood the benefits of Montessori education because they had experienced them
firsthand, week after week, through observation, discussion, and relationships with other families.

Bring a Parent-Infant Program to Your School

Interested in offering a Montessori parent-infant program? The Montessori Group's Parent-Infant
Facilitator Training helps educators prepare to guide parents, support children, and create a
welcoming environment for families.

Connect with The Montessori Group to learn more about our training and how we can
support your school.
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